
 Jurisdiction & MPA Legislation/Policy        Progress

Australia Great Barrier Reef Representative 
Areas Program 1999

33% of the Great Barrier Reef Marine 
Park in No-Take areas, up from about 5% 
(2004 Zoning Plan).2

National Representative System of 
Marine Protected Areas guidelines 1998

43.6% of the Commonwealth marine 
region in MPAs, through 44 
Commonwealth Marine Reserves (2012).3

New South 
Wales

Marine Parks Act 1997 35% of New South Wales marine area 
within 6 new marine parks (2006).4

United 
Kingdom

UK Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 20%5 of UK waters within 50 Marine 
Conservation Zones (2016).6

Scotland Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 10% of Scotland’s marine area7 within 
30 Nature Conservation MPAs designated 
under these Acts (2014).8Marine (Scotland) Act 2010

California California Marine Life Protection Act 1999
16% of state waters within a network of 
124 MPAs, up from from less than 3% 
(2013).9

Canada Oceans Act 1997
Less than 1% of Canada’s marine 
area10  within 10 MPAs designated under 
the Act, (2017).11
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